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SUBJECT: GUYANA AGRICULTURAL AND GENERAL WORKERS UNION CALLS OFF 
135 DAY SUGAR STRIKE 

BEGIN SUMMARY: THE INDUSTRY-WIDE SUGAR STRIKE WHICH HAS 
PLAGUED GUYANA FOR OVER FOUR MONTHS HAS BEEN CALLED OFF. 

THE GOG REPORTEDLY MADE NO CONCESSIONS. WORKERS HAD BEEN 
PRESSING OPPOSITION AND UNION LEADERS TO END THE STRIKE. 

THE GOG HAS A POLITICAL VICTORY, OUT ALL INDICATIONS ARE 
THAT THE OPPOSITION WILL NOW FOCUS A NEW ATTACK ON THE 
TOUGH AND REGRESSIVE ECONOMIC MEASURES THAT THE GOG IS 
IMPOSING TO DEAL WITH GUYANA'S ECONOMIC CRISIS. CHARGES 
THAT THE GOG HAS MADE A PACT WITH IMPERIALISM ARE ALREADY 
A PART OF THE OPPOSITION'S LEXICON. MEANWHILE, THE FULL 
ECONOMIC EFFECT OF THE SUGAR STRIKE IS STILL TO BE FELT. 

END SUMMARY. 
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1 . THE GUYANA AGRICULTURAL AND GENERAL WORKERS UNION 
(GAWU) ANNOUNCED LATE ON JANUARY 5 THAT THE 135 DAY OLD 
STRIKE IN THE SUGAR INDUSTRY HAD BEEN CALLED OFF. A 
PRESS RELEASE BY THE UNION SAID THAT "THE CONTINUATION 
OF THE STRIKE WOULD NOT BE IN THE BEST INTERESTS OF THE 
WORKERS AND THE NATION." HOWEVER, THE UNION ADDED THAT 
IT WAS DOING SO "UNDER PROTEST AND WITHOUT PREJUDICE TO 
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THE STAND TAKEN BY THE GUYANA TRADES UNION CONGRESS (TUC) 

AND GAWU ON THE ISSUE OF SCABS." THE STATEMENT URGED THE 
TUC TO MAINTAIN EFFORTS TO RESOLVE THE CONTROVERSY OVER THOSE 
WORKERS RECRUITED DURING THE STRIKE IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH POSITIONS TAKEN DURING THE TUC'S ANNUAL CONFERENCES. 

THE TUC HAD HELD THAT WORKERS RECRUITED DURING A STRIKE 
SHOULD BE DISMISSED BEFORE THE WORK STOPPAGE CAN BE CALLED 
OFF. THE ISSUE OF RECRUITS OR "SCABS" HAS BEEN THE PRIME 
STUMBLING BLOCK IN THE NEGOTIATIONS THAT HAVE BEEN DRAGGING 
ON FOR OVER THREE MONTHS. 

2. THE GAWU STATEMENT EQUATED THE GOG TO THE OLD COLONIAL 
PLANTOCRACY AND PORTRAYED THE SUGAR WORKERS AS HEROES OF 
THE ENTIRE WORKING CLASS IN THE STRUGGLE AGAINST OPPRESSION. 

IT ASSERTED THAT THE GOG HAD ISOLATED ITSELF NATIONALLY, 
REGIONALLY AND INTERNATIONALLY BY ITS "ANTI- WORKER" ACTIONS. 
GAWA ACCUSED THE GOG OF BEING CONTROLLED BY A "PETTY- 
BOURGEOIS ELITE" WHICH "IS MAKING A DEAL WITH IMPERIALISM." 

THE "REACTIONARY ALLIANCE" WOULD PLACE NEW AND GREATER 
BURDENS ON THE BACKS OF THE WORKERS. IT CALLED FOR 
WORKING CLASS UNITY IN OPPOSING THE GOG. 

3. GENERAL SECRETARY OF THE TUC, IOSEPH POLLYDORE, 

STATED THAT THE GAWU DECISION HAD BEEN TAKEN WITHOUT 
ANY PRESSURE FROM THE TUC. A MEETING OF THE TUC EXECU- 
TIVE WAS PREVIOUSLY SCHEDULED FOR JANUARY 7 AND POLLYDORE 
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FELT THAT STATEMENTS DRAFTED FOR THIS MEETING WOULD STILL 
BE PERTINENT ALTHOUGH THE STRIKE HAD BEEN CALLED OFF. 

4. HIGH GOG OFFICIAL HAS TOLD CHARGE' THAT GOG MADE NO 
CONCESSIONS, AND IT IN FACT HAD NOT RECENTLY HELD DISCUS- 
SIONS WITH GAWU OR TUC ON STRIKE. 

5. COMMENT: INDICATIONS ARE THAT GAWU CALLED OFF THE 
STRIKE WITHOUT RECEIVING ANY MAJOR CONCESSIONS FROM THE 
GUYANA SUGAR COMPANY (GUYSUCO) OR THE GOG. IF THIS IS 
THE CASE, GAWU HAS MADE A MAJOR CAPITUALTION. IT HAD BREN 
GENERALLY KNOWN THAT MANY OF THE STRIKING WORKERS HAD CON- 
CLUDED THAT THE STRIKE WAS FUTILE AND THAT THEY WERE 
DEPRIVING THEMSELVES AND THEIR FAMILIES OF 

LIFE'S NECESSITIES BY CONTINUING IT. THE PPP IS AWARE 
THAT IT AND GAWU HAVE LOST POLITICAL PRESTIGE AS A RE- 
SULT OF THE FAILURE OF THE STRIKE TO FORCE ANY CONCESSIONS 
FROM THE GOG OR GUYSUCO. REPORTEDLY, BURNHAM MAY ENCOURAGE 
THE FORMATION OF ANOTHER UNION TO REPLACE GAWU. 

6. EMBASSY'S INITIAL JUDGMENT IS THAT GAWU AND PPP HAVE 
DECIDED TO CUT THEIR POLITICAL LOSSES BY CALLING OFF THE 
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STRIKE NOW AND SHIFTING THE FOCUS OF THEIR OPPOSITION 
TO GOG TO THE CRITICISM OF THE TOUGH AND PREDICTABLY 
UNPOPULAR ECONOMIC MEASURES THAT THE GOG IS NOW 
IMPLEMENTING. THE THEMES THAT THE PPP WILL USE IN ITS 
ATTACK ARE EVIDENT IN THE GAWU STATEMENT AND IN OTHER 
RECENT STATEMENTS BY PPP SPOKESMEN, I.E., THE GOG IS 
IN AN ANTI- WORKING CLASS ALLIANCE WITH THE IMPERIALISTS. 

7. THE FULL ECONOMIC EFFECTS OF THE SUGAR STRIKE IN 
TERMS OF DIMINISHED FOREIGN EXCHANGE EARNINGS, MUCH 
SMALLER EARNINGS FOR WORKERS, AND DAMAGE TO FUTURE 
SUGAR CROPS DONE BY INEXPERIENCED VOLUNTEER (SCAB) 
WORKERS HAVE NOT YET BEEN FELT. 

BLACKEN 
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